LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

officers in charge and attempted gradually to
bring the people up to the English way of
looking at those questions. In consequence,
in the years that have passed, without any war,
without any excitement, slavery has been
gradually done away with as the result of the
action of the local Sultans whom it has been
possible to persuade, one after another, to pass
decrees forbidding it. Polygamy also for the
younger generation has at length been gradu-
ally abolished. The older men have not been
compelled to put away their wives; the Sultan
in some cases has retained more than one; but
the Sultan's sons have only one wife and within
a comparatively short time polygamy will have
disappeared. Had the attempt been made to
stamp out the evil immediately, the result
would no doubt have been war that would have
been a worse evil to the natives and probably a
worse evil to the civilized world than the toler-
ance of these institutions for a few years.

In very many directions laws that would be
suitable to conditions in the city of New York
would be ill adapted to conditions in New
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